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The biannual meetings of the Council often provide an
opportunity to visit one or more member schools that may

be located in the city where a meeting is held. In 2008, the
Academy of Chinese Culture and Health Sciences, Acupuncture
and Integrative Medicine College at Berkeley, and the American
College of Traditional Chinese Medicine graciously hosted visits
to their schools when the Council met in San Francisco in the
spring. At the fall
meeting, the Chicago
school of the Pacific
College of Oriental
Medicine provided a
similar opportunity
for members.
Appreciation is
expressed to all these
colleges for their
wonderful hospitality
and informative 
presentations during
these visits. 

Council Member Colleges 
Host Campus Visits 

1.  Entrance to the Academy of Chinese Culture and Health Sciences in Oakland
Photo courtesy Bingzeng Zou

2. Entrance to the Pacific College of Oriental Medicine, Chicago
Photo courtesy Trevor McSpadden

3. Entrance to the Acupuncture & Integrative Medicine College, Berkeley
Photo courtesy Bingzeng Zou

4. Entrance to the American College of Traditional Chinese Medicine in San Francisco
Photo courtesy Bingzeng Zou
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CNT Program Developments

CEU Course Update

The CNT Committee and the Council’s
national office will continue to explore

the possibility of offering an online CNT
CEU course beginning in 2009. Original
planning for this course, which relied on the
use of the distance education platform
Blackboard.com, had to be revised in view of
an unanticipated fee increase by Blackboard.
The Committee is now considering the possi-
bility of offering the CEU course through the
Council’s own website as a compressed PDF
file, or possibly through another platform
such as Moodle. The content for the course
has already been developed and will include
up-to-date information on blood borne
pathogens, safety information, and emer-
gency procedures, as well as a review of clean
needle technique. The new course is not
intended to be a substitution for the regular
CNT course, which is a requirement for
NCCAOM certification. This course is
intended to be a safety course within
NCCAOM’s PDA framework and successful
applicants will receive 4 hours of credit. 

Revision of CNT Manual
Revision of the CNT Manual into a new
6th edition is expected to be completed
early in 2009. On completion of the revi-
sion, the content will be transferred to the
National Acupuncture Foundation for
publication. Council member colleges that
contemplate purchasing large quantities of
the Manual in the near future should wait
until the new version is available. The
publication date will be posted on the
Council’s website. The Manual will still 
be published in English, Korean, and
Chinese. Although there are very limited
opportunities for applicants to take the
entire CNT course in Korean or Chinese,
applicants can always request to take the
written exam in either of these languages 
at any CNT course.

CNT Instructor Re-Training
To prepare current CNT instructors for the
release of the new 6th edition of the
Manual, all current instructors will be
required to attend an instructor re-training
program early in 2009. Instructors will be
able to choose from five training sessions in
January, February and March, during which
they will be trained in small groups to
maximize the opportunity for learning.  

New CNT Instructor Training
Course
For those Council member colleges that do
not currently have CNT instructors on their
faculty, a new instructor training program
will be offered in the spring of 2009. It is
hoped that this training will benefit colleges
that do not currently have any CNT instruc-
tors by making it easier for those schools to
meet the required minimum number of
applicants needed to run a course. Current
CNT Program policy requires 35 applicants
to run a course if an instructor has to be
flown in to the class site, and 25 applicants if
there is a local CNT instructor. Accordingly,
recruitment for this training will be focused
on those colleges that either have no CNT
instructors or that could benefit by having 
an additional instructor. Further information
will be provided to the colleges as it 
becomes available. 

International CNT
In response to an invitation from
NCCAOM, which is offering its national
certification examination in several foreign
testing centers, the Council may begin 
offering CNT courses internationally in
2009. The CNT Committee is in 
communication with NCCAOM 
concerning this future initiative. n
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In March, the leaders of eight national AOM organizations met for the fourth consecutive year in Columbia, MD at the invitation of the
Council to discuss topics of interest to the profession. These meetings continue to provide an opportunity for AOM leaders to come

together for valuable dialogue in an informal and collegial atmosphere. This past year’s meeting was deliberately issue-oriented with the
attendees focusing on the first-professional entry-level doctorate, federal and state legislative issues, data development for the AOM profes-
sion, the practice of acupuncture by other healthcare providers, financial challenges experienced by AOM students and practitioners, pro-
fessional development/recognition/credentialing of AOM practitioners, AOM research, a proposal for an annual ACAOM accreditation
and quality assurance conference, and general collaborative opportunities involving the participating organizations. In addition to the
Council’s Executive Committee, the meeting was attended by representatives from AAAOM, ACAOM, AOBTA, FAOMRA, NCCAOM,
NFCTCMO, and SAR. 

For the Council, these meetings are valuable in providing the Executive Committee with the perspective of other AOM organizations,
which in turn assists in the development of the Council’s strategic plan. Additionally, the meetings implement a major strategic goal of the
Council in working cooperatively with other national AOM organizations in furtherance of the Council’s primary mission of advancing
AOM by promoting educational excellence in the field. n

Council Hosts AOM Leadership Meeting
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Council Participation in the Academic Consortium for Complementary and
Alternative Health Care 

The Council endeavors to collaborate
with other national AOM and CAM

organizations in a variety of ways when
appropriate. Such collaboration has been
generally required under the Council’s
Strategic Plan for some years, including
continued membership in the Academic
Consortium for Complementary and
Alternative Health Care. The chair of the
Consortium is Elizabeth Goldblatt
(ACTCM), Ph.D., M.P.A./H.A., who is
also Immediate Past-President of the
Council. The purpose of the Consortium is
to create and sustain a network of national
educational organizations, accrediting agen-
cies, certification and testing organizations,
educational institutions and programs, indi-
viduals, and other entities that will promote
mutual understanding, collaborative activi-
ties, and interdisciplinary health care educa-
tion and practice, and to advance research,
education, and clinical opportunities in
health care.

The Consortium’s membership is varied.
Those organizations having “full member-
ship consist of the five licensed CAM

professions that have a
recognized national
certification or testing
body, a USDE-recog-
nized accrediting
agency, and a national
council of colleges (i.e.,
AOM, chiropractic,
direct-entry midwifery,
massage therapy, and
naturopathy). Other
categories of membership are available to:
(1) Traditional World Medicine or
Emerging Professions that demonstrate to
the ACCAHC board a commitment to
standard setting, self-regulation, and regula-
tory activities; (2) educational institutions
or programs in either candidacy or accredi-
tation status with a USDE-recognized 
accrediting agency; (3) “affiliate organiza-
tions” that are otherwise qualified for “full
membership,” but that wish to explore 
such membership for a period of time; 
and (4) “associate (nonvoting) members”
consisting of any other educational institu-
tion/program, organization, individual, or

The Council’s functional participation in the Consortium to
date has been effected through periodic conference calls involv-
ing the executive director of the Council and the executive
directors of national councils of colleges representing the
Consortium’s membership and through the participation of
AOM college representatives on the Consortium’s research,
education, and clinical working groups. 

other entity that supports one or more
purposes of the Consortium. 

The Council’s functional participation in
the Consortium to date has been effected
through periodic conference calls involv-
ing the executive director of the Council
and the executive directors of national
councils of colleges representing the
Consortium’s membership and through
the participation of AOM college repre-
sentatives on the Consortium’s research,
education, and clinical working groups.
Quarterly reports detailing the activities
of the Consortium are sent by the
Council’s national office to the Council’s
membership. Through these collabora-
tive activities, the Council is able to
bring the interests of AOM education
into the broader CAM forum that the
Consortium provides and to keep
Council members abreast of develop-
ments in the CAM field that may be
instructive for, or have potential impact
upon, AOM education. For additional
information about ACCAHC, see
www.accahc.org. n
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Future Meeting
Dates

The Council will meet from April
21-25, 2009 at the Hyatt Capitol
Park Hotel in Sacramento, CA 
in conjunction with the annual
meeting of the AAAOM.
Beginning in 2009, the AAAOM
will hold its annual meeting in
the spring. Accordingly, in 2009
and thereafter, the Council will
hold its own separate meeting
each fall. The site of the Council’s
fall meeting will be the Coeur
d’Alene Golf & Spa Resort, which
is located in Coeur d’Alene, ID.
The dates of that meeting will be
October 20-24, 2009. n

National University of Health Sciences 
Joins Council 
At the Council’s Chicago meeting, the National University of Health Sciences, located in
Lombard, IL, joined the Council, thereby bringing its membership to 54 AOM colleges
and programs in the U.S. The NUHS is a multipurpose institution that offers a Master of
Science in Acupuncture and a Master of Science in Oriental Medicine, as well as separate
doctoral degrees in chiropractic and naturopathy, a bachelor’s degree in biomedical science,
massage therapy programs, and master’s degrees in diagnostic imaging or advanced clinical
practice, and residency programs. The university was represented at the meeting by Yihyun
Kwon, D.C., M.Sc., M.S.O.M., L.Ac., Assistant Dean, Department of AOM. The
Council welcomes the NUHS into the membership of the Council and looks forward to
working with the university in promoting excellence in AOM education. n

Executive Committee Elections 
At the Council’s meeting in Chicago, elections were held for three open positions on the
Executive Committee. Members re-elected Lixin Huang (American College of
Traditional Chinese Medicine) as President, Nancy Browne (Acupuncture & Massage
College) as Secretary, and Yemeng Chen (New York College of Traditional Chinese
Medicine) as an At-Large member. Elections to the Council’s Executive Committee occur
at each fall meeting of the Council for open positions. n

Committed to Excellence in
Acupuncture and Oriental

Medicine Education

Coeur
d’Alene 
Golf & Spa
Resort, the
site of the
Council’s 
fall meeting
October 
20-24, 2009

Photo © 2008 Coeur d' Alene Resort 
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Arizona
Arizona School of Acupuncture and Oriental
Medicine
Tucson

Asian Institute of Medical Studies
Tucson

Phoenix Institute of Herbal Medicine &
Acupuncture
Phoenix

California
Academy of Chinese Culture and Health
Sciences
Oakland

Acupuncture & Integrative Medicine
College, Berkeley
Berkeley

American College of Traditional Chinese
Medicine
San Francisco

Dongguk Royal University
Los Angeles

Emperor’s College of Traditional Oriental
Medicine
Santa Monica

Five Branches University: Graduate School
of Traditional Chinese Medicine
Santa Cruz
San Jose

Pacific College of Oriental Medicine
San Diego

Samra University of Oriental Medicine
Los Angeles

South Baylo University
Anaheim
Los Angeles

Southern California University of Health
Sciences
Whittier

Southern California University School of
Oriental Medicine & Acupuncture
Los Angeles

University of East-West Medicine
Sunnyvale

Yo San University of Traditional Chinese
Medicine
Los Angeles

Colorado
Colorado School of Traditional Chinese
Medicine
Denver

Institute of Taoist Education and
Acupuncture
Louisville

Southwest Acupuncture College
Boulder

Connecticut
University of Bridgeport Acupuncture
Institute
Bridgeport

Florida
Academy for Five Element Acupuncture
Gainesville

Acupuncture and Massage College
Miami

Atlantic Institute of Oriental Medicine
Fort Lauderdale

Dragon Rises College of Oriental Medicine
Gainesville

East West College of Natural Medicine
Sarasota

Florida College of Integrative Medicine
Orlando

Hawaii
Institute of Clinical Acupuncture and
Oriental Medicine
Honolulu

World Medicine Institute
Honolulu

Kansas
Kansas College of Chinese Medicine
Wichita

Illinois
Midwest College of Oriental Medicine
Chicago

National University of Health Sciences
Lombard

Pacific College of Oriental Medicine
Chicago

Maryland
Tai Sophia Institute
Laurel

Massachusetts
New England School of Acupuncture
Newton

Minnesota
American Academy of Acupuncture and
Oriental Medicine
Roseville

Minnesota College of Acupuncture and
Oriental Medicine
Bloomington

New Jersey
Eastern School of Acupuncture and
Traditional Medicine
Montclair

New Mexico
Southwest Acupuncture College
Santa Fe
Albuquerque

New York
New York College of Health Professions
Syosset

New York College of Traditional Chinese Medicine
Mineola

Pacific College of Oriental Medicine
New York City

School of Acupuncture & Oriental Medicine 
at NYCC
Seneca Falls

Swedish Institute College of Health Sciences
New York  City

Touro College: Graduate Program in Oriental
Medicine
New York City

Tri-State College of Acupuncture
New York City

North Carolina
Daoist Traditions College of Chinese Medical Arts
Asheville

Jung Tao School of Classical Chinese Medicine
Sugar Grove

Ohio
American Institute of Alternative Medicine
Columbus

Oregon
National College of Natural Medicine
Portland

Oregon College of Oriental Medicine
Portland

Pennsylvania
Won Institute of Graduate Studies
Glenside

Texas
Academy of Oriental Medicine at Austin
Austin

American College of Acupuncture and Oriental
Medicine
Houston

Texas College of Traditional Chinese Medicine
Austin

Washington
Bastyr University
Kenmore

Seattle Institute of Oriental Medicine
Seattle

Wu Hsing Tao School
Seattle

Wisconsin
Midwest College of Oriental Medicine
Racine

Member Schools in CCAOM
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